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OVERSIGHT

We implement oversight
activities that complement
traditional accreditation,
enhancing the on-ground
credibility of sustainability
initiatives.

RISK
3)

INTEGRITY RISK
MANAGEMENT

We identify integrity risks and
trends in supply chains,
guiding risk-based oversight
planning & enhancing
compliance.

ADVISORY

We develop and enhance
sustainability initiatives’
assurance systems to ensure
alignment with intended
sustainability outcomes &
best practices.

KNOWLEDGE HUB

We offer in-person trainings
and interactive e-learning
on ISO requirements,
stakeholder engagement,
social auditing and more.
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Note: This map shows the geographical representation of ASI assessors and experts, not the number of assessors or experts in each location.
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Insights from SCP Sector-wise Consultations:

SCC as a fit-for-purpose response — Harmonizes requirements across complex supply chains; Promotes shared
responsibility among actors; Broadens focus beyond farm practices to sector-wide needs.
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RA 2020 Farm Requirements V1 (Basic and specialized requirements)

Farm Sustainability Assessment (FSA) Questionnaire V3.0
(Essential and Intermediate questions)

Fairtrade Standard for Small-Scale Producer Organizations
V2.9 (Core requirements)

Framework for Regenerative Organic Certified V4.1
(Required practices)

Regulation (EU) 2018/848 on organic production and
labelling of organic products

Evaluate scope, criteria and assess
alignment

Identify gaps & opportunities

Spot areas for improvement and
potential synergies with existing standards

Note: This study was developed in May 2025 and is therefore
based on the SCC Origin Standard V1.0. Subsequent
revisions and improvements introduced in Version 1.1 have
not been considered in this analysis.
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ASI followed the ISEAL Sustainability Benchmarking Good Practice Guide with the aim of ensuring a credible, structured, and fit-for-
purpose benchmarking process, facilitating a meaningful comparison between Sustainable Coconut Charter Origin Standard and the
selected standards and verification mechanisms.

Step 2: Identify & categorize Step 4: Develop scoring Step 6: Interpret results
common themes system (0-200%) Summarize qualitative findings and
Environment, social, economic, Scoring ranges from 0% (not determine scoring to highlight overlaps,

traceability, etc, calibrated with ITC specified) to 200% (significantly gaps, and degree of alignment.
Standards Map. exceeds SCC requirements).

Step 1: Review standards & Step 3: Develop Step 5: Analyze requirements
their requirements benchmarking matrix Compare each standard against
Review requirements under SCC Create a matrix with 59 benchmarking criteria and document
Origin Standard and 5 comparator criteria based on identified qualitative findings.

standards. themes.
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@ Environmental

1 Sustainable Coconut Charter
FSA by SAl

= Rainforest Alliance

=== Fair Trade International

Regenerative organic certified

—=EU organic
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Note: This figure compares the number of indicators each standard uses across environmental, social, and economic pillars.
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1.1 Protecting forests & ecosystems
No deforestation, No production in protected areas, Conservation of High Conservation
Value Areas;

1.2 Biodiversity protection
Adherence to biodiversity conventions (CITES, CBD, CMS, CCD, etc.), Protection of
rare/endangered species & habitats, Animal welfare, Diversity of planting materials, seeds
& genotypes, Invasive species control, No land clearing with fire;

1.3 Soil management
Soil assessment, Soil conservation, Soil nutrient management, Soil enhancement;

1.4 Water management
Compliance with water laws, Water management plan, Monitoring N
water use & consumption;

1.5 Agrochemicals management Benchmarking
Prohibition of hazardous chemicals (WHO 1A/1B, Stockholm & Matrixcwith
Rotterdam), Pesticide application requirements, PPE, Pesticide
storage, Training on safe pesticide use, Records of pesticide
application, Reduction of agrochemical use, IPM;

59 criteria

1.6 Waste management
Waste management principles, Wastewater management,
Restrictions on burning waste, Hazardous waste disposal,
Composting practices; 3

1.7 Climate resilience

2.1 Labour rights

Child labour & minimum age (ILO 138),

Worst forms of child labour (ILO 182),

Monitoring of child labour,

Remediation of child labour,

No forced labour (ILO 29 & 105),

Non-discrimination (ILO 111),

Freedom of association & collective bargaining (ILO 87 & 98);

2.2 Health & safety

Access to safe drinking water,
Access to decent sanitary facilities,
Housing & living conditions,
Provision of PPE,

First aid equipment,

Safety instructions,

Grievance mechanism;

2.3 Employment conditions
Employment contracts,
Wages,

Working hours;

2.4 Communities

Land tenure & legal use rights,

Free, Prior & Informed Consent (FPIC),
Supporting livelihoods.

3.2 Supporting communities
Transparent pricing,
Premium payments,
Business & income diversification
Other financial support;

3.1 Productivity
Product quality,
1.8 Energy efficiency Replanting,
Monitoring energy Quality planting materials;
consumption,
Reducing energy
use.

Climate adaptation activities;
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Note: The Sustainable Coconut Charter places strong emphasis on economic aspects such as productivity, pricing, and
diversification, while Rainforest Alliance stands out as the most comprehensive across all pillars.
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No deforestation, biodiversity protection, waste management, soil conservation, agrochemical use,

@ climate adaptation, energy efficiency.
Environmental Clearer rules on protected areas, High Conservation Value areas, invasive species control, and fire
Pillar management. Other schemes (RA, FT, FSA) treat many of these as core requirements.

Coverage of international labour and health & safety standards (child labour, forced labour,
@ non-discrimination, grievance mechanisms).

Social Pillar More explicit requirements on worst forms of child labour, remediation of child labour, and Free,
Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) for local communities.

Clear focus on smallholder livelihoods and economic opportunities. Includes innovative

(,:,,-@) mechanisms such as replanting programmes, youth engagement, transparent pricing, and support
for supply chain management.

Economic Pillar

Define measurable, time-bound targets (e.g., working hours, energy efficiency) to enhance
verifiability and alignment with international benchmarks.

Legend: [l Strength of SCC
- Opportunities for improvement

Note: Following four pilot projects, the findings of this benchmarking report have already informed the enhancement
of the SCC into Version 1.1, which will be auditable from October and serve as the basis for company claims. a S I
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1) Broad scope: The comparison shows that the Sustainable Coconut Charter (SCC) Origin Standard offers
comprehensive coverage of sustainability issues relevant to the coconut sector, spanning environmental, social, and
economic pillars.

2) Economic strength: Strong focus on economic welfare such as smallholder livelihoods & pricing, etc.

3) Refinement needed: Clarify definitions, strengthen safequards on topics such as remediation of child labor and
Protection of designated conservation areas, add detail to requirements, define measurable targets, clarify grading
system.

4) Path forward: This study offers a neutral evidence base to support SCC’s continuous improvement and potential
alignment with international standards.
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